
SOUTHERN OREGON KENNEL CLUB MEETING 

MAY 4, 2009 

 

 
Members Present: Jeanne Zuver, Vicki Paxton, Kathy Hinds, Chuck Beck, Ruthie Beck, Dona 
Powers, Evelyn Brand, Janis Morton, Beverly Ford, Bill Brand, Sharon Weston, Carolyn Cannon, Ken 
Bergeson, Michelle McKenna, Michelle Leathers, Connie Hansen, Warren Cook, Vicki Cook, Janice 
O’Neill, Debbie Martinez, Jony Wilson 

Guests: Carol Faria, Catherine Lamoureux 

Meeting brought to order by Jeanne at 7:00pm. 

Janice moves to accept the minutes of the April meeting, Motion seconded.  Passed. 

Corresponding Secretarys’ Report: Paulena wrote to the Board of KDF 

the following letter: 

In order to pursue the continuing success of the Cascade Cluster, the Board of the 
Southern Oregon Kennel Club would like to have a meeting with you on May 16th 
as you suggested. 

In the contract that you sent to us dated February 17th, 2009, we would like to 
have a few of the paragraphs clarified. These paragraphs are 6,8,9,11,17 and 
19.  Talking person to person should be more successful than relying on letters 
and emails. 

We look forward to seeing some of you May 16th at a place to be determined. 

Sincerely, 

Paulena Verzeano 

Corresponding Secretary, for the Board and Members of 

Southern Oregon Kennel Club. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 



Bank balance -$11,435.76 

R.V. Nuccio Insurance- $721.00.  The Insurance Company over billed us for $75.00, and for which 
they did reimbursed us for. 

Point of Order:  The Board approved presenting to the membership authorizing Ruthie to write 
checks for the cash box, prizes, etc. 

Ruthie received vouchers for payment: 

Vicki Paxton-Engraving for trophies - $48.00 

Janice O’Neill-Ring Stewards supplies- $23.99 

Jeanne Zuver - Ink Cartridges - $25.99 

Jeanne Zuver - WAter/Soda Pop for Judges - $74.37 

Jeanne Zuver - copy paper for parking passes- $15.88 

Sunshine Committee:  Janice reports that everyone is healthy. 

Trophies: Vicki reports receiving two more checks for Trophies - $140.00 from The Groomery and 
$35.00 from Paulena.  Debra Loptien is making a new table cloth for the trophy table and donating it 
to the Club. Vicki advises that everything is all set for Trophies. 

Chief Ring Steward: Janice reports that she has all the stewards lined up and scheduled for all 4 
days. 

Reading of Applicants: Debra Loptien - 3rd reading, Catherine Lamourex-3rd reading, Noah 
Soule-3rd reading.  Carol Faria-2nd reading, Debbie Martinez - 2nd reading, Debra Loptien-2nd 
reading.  Sharon moves to accept the 3 applicants that have had their third reading.  Seconded and 
passed. 

Show Committee: Jeanne would like to sell catalogs at the price of $8.00.  It is unknown what price 
KDF will be selling them for on their two days.  Janice moves to sell the catalogs for $8.00.  Evelyn 
seconded.  Passed.  We will start setting up Wednesday.  Bill will be there at 8:00am and will start 
marking RV spaces. 

MBF charges $4,500 to set up for the show.  The problem would be getting the truck here from a show 
in Oakland. 

Twenty seven vendors are registered.  The number of entries is down a little from last year, but there 
will be several Majors this year. 

Connie Hansen donated a portable bath tub for our raffle. Janice has a cash box and raffle tickets for 
the 50/50 raffle. 



Dona will be announcing both days.  Ron Wagner from Bandon will sing the National Anthem all four 
days. 

Jeanne will be there on Wednesday and those working can get parking passes from her then or on 
Thursday. 

May 16th, Joint meeting with KDF - Janice, Beverly and Dona will accompany Jeanne to K-Falls. 

New Business: 

 

Michelle McKenna advises that Joe Nailor and Sharon did “nasty” emails back and forth.  Joe felt the 
Executive Board Meeting was illegal.  Joe wrote a letter of resignation and asked Ken Bergeson to read 
the letter.  Joe says that his reputation has been destroyed.  Michelle and Ken advised that they paid 
$300.00 for supplying breakfast for the Tracking Tests, have entered the SOKC Shows.  Michelle and 
Ken said that they feel that they are neutral in this matter.  Michelle feels that if Sharon has a 
response, that it be in writing at the next meeting. 

Warren Cook called for a Point of Order-stating that for Sharon to have to wait a month to respond 
isn’t right.  Warren also advised that the Corresponding Secretary should read the letter, as per 
Roberts Rules. 

Sharon said that she has nothing to hide and has no problem with the Emails being made public. 

Vicki Paxton said that the letter should be open to the general membership-doesn’t want an open 
wound hanging over us with only 3 days left before our show.  Vicki moves that Ken read the letter 
now - Janice seconded.  Nay from Vicki and Warren Cook.  Passed by majority. 

Ken Bergeson read the letter: 

April 27, 2009 

To:  The General Membership of the Southern Oregon Kennel Club, Inc. 

It is with great sadness that I must inform you that I have resigned as President 
and as a member of the Club. I have taken this action because of the illegal action 
of the board and the threats made upon me by Sharon Weston. 

After our last general meeting on April 6th, the board stayed to finish the 
business that we were not able to complete prior to the start of the general 
meeting.  The outcome of this meting was that Sharon would draft a letter to KDF 
in response to their request for a commitment on our part for the upcoming year 
(2010) cluster show.  We agreed that Sharon would draft the letter and send it to 
the board for our review and I would forward the final version to KDF.  Several 
days before Sharon was to leave town she sent us two draft letters.  Unfortunately 
they were in a file format that most of us could not open.  After repeated requests 



to have these drafts resubmitted, Sharon on her own sent a e-mail to KDF.  The 
Vice President of KDF sent a return e-mail stating that KDF would only deal in 
written format with the President of SOKC.  Upon Sharon's return she called a 
special meeting of our Board.  I advised her twice, as well as Jeanne Zuver, that 
this was an illegal action.  Article II, Section 4 of our Constitution states that only 
the President can call such a meeting and it takes the written approval of three 
other Board members to initiate such an action.  The Constitution also had a 
provision on how the notification must go out through the Corresponding 
Secretary. 

The day this illegal meeting was to take place, Jeanne Zuver sent an e-mail to 
Sharon stating that KDF had decided that the Board might want to discontinue 
the cluster and would like to meet with us after our May show.  In light of this 
information,  Jeanne questioned Sharon on the need to continue with the illegal 
board meeting.  Jeanne was aware of my opposition to the meeting on 
constitutional grounds.  Sharon contacted the remaining members of the Board 
except Ruthie Beck who was out of town.  The Board went ahead with the 
meeting.,  Sharon wrote me acknowledging that the meeting was wrong and 
asked if I would approve it anyway. I indicated that I would not and I would 
contact AKC to determine how I am to handle a situation where the Board is 
working outside of the constitution.  Mike Liosis, Director of AKC’s Club 
Relations told me that I was correct on this matter and I was to contact KDF and 
inform them that all of Sharon’s correspondence were illegal and that KDF was 
not to honor these communications.’ 

I made this known to Sharon in a e-mail  Sharon replied with the implied threat 
of having me benched and by doing so she made a personal issue our of this 
situation.  I have repeatedly mentioned to Sharon in numerous e-mails that this 
is not a personal issue but a procedural and constitutional one.  At the point 
where Sharon threatened me with a benching for not being will to break the 
Constitutional rules, I decided that I had no other option left but to resign.  Even 
after sending Sharon the e-mail stating that I was going to resign, she continued 
to send threatening e-mail.  I finally responded and told her that I was blocking 
her e-mail address in my system to avoid any further e-mail, as I had previously 
asked her to leave me alone since I was not longer a member of the Club. 

Since Sharon has made this a personal issue and threatened to have me benched 
I have no alternative but to seek legal council to represent my interests.  Since I 
was acting in the scope of my responsibility for the Club, the Club’s insurance 
company and the Club would most likely be held responsible for any legal 
expenses incurred by me.  I would hope that the Club would vote to censure 
Sharon in writing for her illegal actions and threats to me.  I do not plan to attend 
our up coming show because of the threat of benching that is now hanging over 
my head. 

I would also like to add that I am a Lt. Co., who served in Vietnam and was called 
in to assist in the first Gulf Was.  I have a full Disability as a result of my service, 
and that title is mine for the remainder of my life.  For Sharon to ridicule a 
member of the armed services for using the title he earned and one he uses with 
pride (including all dog show registrations and business he conducts with AKC), 



is an insult to this Country and the men and women who serve and suffered so 
that people like Sharon Weston can remain free and safe. 

I regret that me action to uphold the AKC-approved Constitution of the Club has 
lead to this conflict.  However, I was doing my duty to the Club and its 
members.  I have provided Ken Bergeson a complete copy of all of the e-mails 
mentioned above, and copies of this letter for you to review for yourselves. 

Sincerely, 

Lt. Col. Joe Nailor 

Former President and Member 

Southern Oregon Kennel Club, Inc. 

Janice moves to accept his resignation as a member and as the President with regrets and to send to 
AKC.  Bill seconded.  Passed. 

Sharon asked to make a rebuttal regarding the threats of benching.  Sharon advised that the incident 
in question had nothing to do with the Club, but with a past show.  Sharon said that she had judged 
Joe’s breed at a show that Joe was showing his dog.  While Sharon was stewarding at another show, 
Joe accosted her at ringside for not putting up his puppy, and for not watching the dog all of the way 
around the ring.  Sharon said that he was very loud, making sure that everyone could hear.  Sharon 
reminded him of the incident and told him that she should have had him benched at the time.  This 
had nothing to do with this Club. 

Sharon advised that all Emails went to the Board.  They did not threaten Joe.  They were not 
secret.  She advised that she would talk with AKC. 

Sharon said that she apologized to Joe regarding calling the meeting.  The Constitution is ambiguous 
and needs to be clearer.  The timeline with KDF was immanent.  SOKC would have been screwed up if 
we had not responded.  Jeanne, and Vicki and Warren Cook went to the KDF meeting.  We did not 
want to place our feet in our mouth.  Joe would not cooperate.  Sharon advised that We discussed 
nothing but in answer to KDF. Joe did not feel it important enough to work with the Club.  If anyone 
questions what she’s done, anyone can read the Emails.  It was the Board’s decision to go forward 
with the meeting. 

Janice advised that the President of the Club is not the President of the Board.  The previous year’s 
outgoing President is the Chairman of the Board.  Janice feels that in re-writing the Constitution, a 
word had been left out.  The majority of the Board had attended the meeting. 

Jeanne states that KDF gave a May 1st deadline to respond to the letter.  Our next General 
meeting/Board meeting was this one-held on May 4th. 

Janice suggested sending Joe a letter thanking him for his service to the Club. 



Janice states that as a member of SOKC, moves to accept the April 23rd Board meeting as a legal 
Board meeting.  Vicki Paxton seconded.  Two nays- Ken Bergeson and Michelle McKenna. 

Pauelna is to send a letter to AKC regarding the  ambiguousness of the Constitution. 

Jeanne just received a phone call - Judge Dr. Richard Pritchard is in the Hospital and we will need to 
find a replacement. 

Jeanne advised that KDF gave her a bill from Sign-Pro for Handicapped Parking.  Jeanne will give to 
Ruthie to hold until after the Show. 

Janice moves for Ruthie to hold onto until after the Show.  Michelle Seconded. 

Kathy Hinds presented to the General membership the Boards’ idea of having a B Match and possibly 
a 10 group format.  In regards to the Harvest Fair, we will try to offer the public more.  Catherine 
Lamoureux volunteered to be the Chairman to check into the Harvest Fair. 

Warren Cook advised that 10 group matches are not AKC recognized yet. 

Janice moves that we take part in the Harvest Fair and we set a date for the Match.  Passed. 

Kathy moves that the name tags go home with individuals.  Vicki seconded.  Ignored. 

Brags. 

Janice moves to adjourn the meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Katherine Hinds 

Recording Secretary, Southern Oregon Kennel Club 

 


